6th Annual National Treaty 1-11 Gathering – Conexus Arts Center – Regina, Saskatchewan – October 12th – 15th, 2010

Treaty 1-11 Gathering – October 12th, 2010 - Elder’s Gathering – Briefing Notes

Chairperson/Moderator:  A.J. Felix – Sturgeon Lake First Nation

Welcoming Remarks:  Dr. Shauneen Pete, Dean of First Nations University of Canada

Guest Speaker:  Chief Ovide Mercredi, Treaty 1-11 Spokesperson

Guest Speaker:  Chief Wallace Fox, Onion Lake First Nation

Opening Prayer:  Elder – Treaty #4

Key Points:

· Treaties must not be compromised; the fight should never be given up.
· Tired of the rhetoric, need to have action.
· Leaders need to make treaties a priority.
· Treaties were based on peace, were not for land surrender.
· Canadians have made trillions on the territories that were given up.
· We had our own governments before contact and we were not a defeated people.
· Our ancestors negotiated skillfully despite no formal education and used nature, as a measure of time, as long as the grass grows, the sun shines, the river flows…
· All treaties must unite and be involved in promoting and protecting our treaties.
· We still own our territories, even though we are confined to our reserves.
· Traditional feast was held to honor past chiefs and leaders, prayers were said for the treaties and to ask the ancestors to help in protecting our treaties.
· Siksika Elder Andrew Bear Robe addressed the Elders and spoke of the fact we did not extinguish our Indian Title nor did we give up resources, the treaties never mention this.
· Andrew expressed caution on Bill C-24 which pushes for the privatization of Indian Lands, Manny Jules is supporting this with Tom Flanagan, using one of our own leaders is another tactic to undermine our treaty rights.
· We have occupancy rights, under the UN we are recognized as Nations because we meet the 7 criteria’s – land, distinct culture, religious system, armies, economic system (based on trade routes), distinct language, government system, we had all these criteria when we signed the treaties, that’s why they were government to government.
· Siksika is vying to be the host Nation of next Treaty Gathering and will make a presentation later in the week.
 

Historical Information:

· An Elder from White Fish Bay Grand Council #3 spoke, he is Anishinabe, his father was the late Frank White who was a political activist, and he had a friend in Saskatchewan the late John Tootoosis.  
· In 1948 he hopped a train to Saskatchewan, it was a free for Indians back then.
· When he got there, John informed him they had to go to Ottawa; this was 1948 so Frank White and John Tootoosis and other representatives left to Ottawa.
· When they got there, they received word that the Prime Minister wanted to meet with them and they had an impromptu meeting with the Prime Minister at his official residence on Suffex Drive.
· He told them the meetings that are happening now are about the Indians and they have reason to be concerned.
· He told them never to sell their treaty rights short, he was sympathetic but his hands are tied due to the democratic process; he just wanted to make them aware.
· This elder is saying we are never to compromise our treaties and always keep fighting to protect our treaties.

Recommendations:

· Elders endorse each treaty territory to erect signs that shows you are now entering Treaty (#7) Territory, or whatever treaty territory you are entering and leaving.
· Elders recommend we have our own legal system to protect our territories and treaties.
· Re-establish the distribution of treaty cards.
· Need to remember we are working for future generations and for those yet to be born.
· We need to promote our culture and retain our language and use our language properly.
· They recommend we establish a war chest to fight for our rights.
· Children should be taught about the treaties and hear their Nation’s stories on their treaties.
· Elders stated stop making resolutions, no follow up and no one makes sure they are implemented.
· Elders endorse custom election acts or system, 2 years is not enough time to the work, each Nation can do their own and not depend on someone to do it for them.
· Elders recommend we establish a Treaty 1-11 Taskforce.
· We need our Chiefs to stand up for the Elders, for the People and for the Treaties.

Treaty 1-11 Gathering - Wednesday, October 13th, 2010 – Briefing Notes

Co-Chairpersons:  Ron Lameman & AJ George – introductions, housekeeping reminders and general comments.

Welcoming Remarks:  Chief Ross Allary – Ochapowace Cree Nation – general comments of welcome and explained the theme in honor of past Chiefs and leaders.

Guest Speaker:  Chief Ovide Mercredi – Treaty 1-11 Spokesperson – general comments of welcoming.

Guest Speaker:  National Chief Shawn Atleo – Assembly of First Nation

· National Chief spoke of the treaties and Canada’s economic benefit as the direct result of the existence of treaties.  He informed the delegation of AFN’s upcoming 40th anniversary, keeping First Nation issues on the national and international level, he stated that sovereignty comes from within us.

Guest Speaker:  Chief Guy Lonechild – FSIN – general comments.

Guest Speaker:  Chief Bellegarde, Little Black Bear Nation

· Chief Bellegarde spoke of the significance of the Chief’s uniform; we wear it to honor past leaders and to remind us of the treaties. 

Bill C-11 Safe Drinking Water Update – Chief Carolyn Buffalo – Montana First Nation

· Bill gives Canada the authority to make any provincial law applicable on reserve.
· Dangerous precedent, any bill can trump First Nation “laws and by-laws”, undermining powers of First Nations.
· This bill may abrogate and derogate treaty rights.
· Chief Buffalo and Chief Big Plume were able to meet with Minister, they were able to reinforce there was no meaningful consultation, the Minister did not want to impose the bill if First Nations have issues with it, he is aware that First Nations can use the government opposition to lobby this bill and likely defeat it so he is willing to work with First Nations.
· They presented a resolution but due to many concerns on wording a small working group will take the resolution and present later in the day.






Chief Neilson’s Comments:

· He recommended the establishment of a Treaty Court, a lawyer from each treaty region and they deal with all treaty issues and we interpret our own treaty issues.

Keynote Speaker – Hone Harawira – Maori Member of Parliament Aotearoa (New Zealand):

· He spoke of his people’s struggle and their experience with treaties.
· Within their treaties they are guaranteed seats in parliament, they have 6 seats for the Maori party and in total they have 15 Maori people sitting in parliament but the other 9 represent other parties, so they focus just on the 6 as they represent the Maori people directly.
· He recommended the establishment of First Nation seats from Treaty 1 to 11.

Presenter:  Chief Wallace Fox – Onion Lake First Nation – “Walking Back into the Future”:

· He is a firm believer in sovereignty; he is shaping his government to be self-sustaining, independent and to move away from the Indian Act and its bureaucratic machine.
· He has informed his people and they support him.
· He uses technicians and advisors in his work; he knows he can’t do it alone.
· You need to know what happened to us as people before we can go forward, provide a foundation and build from there.
· He will make a copy of his presentation available.

Presenter:  Andrea Carmen USA Executive Director – Treaty Rights, the UN Declaration and Free, Prior Informed Consent:

· She stated that treaties are government-to-government relationship – nation to nation – legally binding and in Canada our treaties are considered international treaties.
· Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) is:
· Free – is the absence of coercion and outside pressure, including bribery or payoffs and “divide and conquer” tactics.  It includes threats, retaliation as the result of a decision.
· Prior – is having sufficient time to allow for information gathering and research and full community engagement or full discussion.  It must take place without time constraints or pressures.
· Informed – is having all the relevant information available reflecting all views and positions.  This includes traditional input and knowledge.  It also means adequate time and resources to consider impartial and balanced information about potential risks and benefits.
· Consent – is the demonstration of clear and compelling agreement, in keeping with the decision-making structures of the Nation, including traditional consensus and full participation of leaders and community.

· She stated the importance of a rights base approach, real participation and the importance of traditional knowledge and understanding is essential for adaptation and survival.
· She provided a handout, which will be made available to delegates.

Elder’s Report:  A.J. Felix – Moderator

· Elder’s Report was read out and copy is attached.


Treaty 1-11 Gathering – Thursday, October 14th, 2010 – Briefing Notes


Opening Comments and Recap:  Ron Lameman – Co-chair

Panel:  Treaty Sovereignty: A Grass Roots Vision – Eric Tootoosis, Morris Shanacappo, Ovide Mercredi, Colby Tootoosis and John Ermineskin

· Each panel spoke what sovereignty meant to them and their people, they spoke of their life experiences, their philosophies and their vision.
· Comments were recorded.

Keynote Speaker:  Willie Littlechild

· Presentation recorded, comments were on sovereignty as a basis for addressing current critical Treaty matters.  Copy of his presentation will be distributed.

Presentation:  Human Rights Museum:

· Presentation and short film shown on the establishment of the Human Rights Museum, it is not a typical museum it is more archival, very interesting to see once it is established.

Presentation:  Incremental Destruction – Sharon Venne:

· McIvor Decision – Bill C-3 – the Government of Canada was granted a second extension, which is now January 31st, 2011 to amend certain registration provisions within the Indian Act.

· The bill is awaiting further debate at report stage.
· There is a problem with the bill; it extends the registration to all descendents, which changes the nature of the bill.
· Another problem is the amendment to remove clause 9 related to the liability of the First Nations for the benefits given over the years.  The speaker ruled those amendments are out of order, if the bill is introduced with clause 9 the other parties will move to amend the bill and could cause friction.  This can also result in trade offs with the other parties and can past with this internal trade offs.
· If the bill fails to pass, section 6(1)(a) and 6(1)(c) will disappear from Indian Act, resulting in no new babies being able to register.
· No new registers can result in no one holding reserve lands.
· We need to create our own laws and have them in place by January 2011, exercise of sovereignty and authority.

· Matrimonial Property – Bill S-8 – was debated and passed; this bill lays out rules as to how property is divided when there is a martial breakdown, a death of one or both partners.
· There are some important considerations:
· Land is not owned individually, it is communally owned, and so when there is a breakdown in marriage or death, what is there to transfer?
· What if one of the partner is non-native or non-status?  Should they have a claim to Indigenous lands?
· There is no set time for an estranged partner to live in matrimonial property and who should leave the property and under which criteria.
· There is a recommendation to set up a “center of excellence” but no mention of how and who will fund this, monitor and should one body make up the rules for all nations?  Does that contradict self-rule and authority to make your own decisions about your nation?
· There is also the issue of individual vs. collective rights; this does not recognize our governance structure.
· A copy of Sharon’s presentation will be made available to delegates.

· Safe Drinking Water for First Nations – Bill S-11 – this is suppose to allow for the development of federal legislation for drinking water and wastewater to apply to First Nations.
· First Nations can be liable for failure to provide safe drinking water and using provincial standards that are not relevant nor considers the funding availability of First Nations.
· The federal government could be relieved of their liability in providing safe drinking water.
· It can be financial burden, which can bankrupt some nations.
· This is a shift from federal to provincial authority and it makes us look like a municipality.

· Private Ownership – this is private ownership of lands, the initial advocates state it will enhance economic development and prevents financial opportunities for individuals.  Which is contradictory to how First Nations view land, it completely misunderstands our relationship to the land and to the treaties.  
· The federal government is spending a lot of money on this to sell it across Canada and even has one Aboriginal leader endorsing in (Manny Jules).
· Another way to implement the white paper.
· Elders are seriously concerned of this and are instructing leadership to fight this.

· Commercial and Industrial Development Act - attracting private investment on First Nations lands has been an issue.
· This act will establish a First Nations land title system that can support private investment by enabling legal interests in the lands to be more easily “defined” enforced and traded, it is to make the value of on-reserve land and properties comparable to that of equivalent properties off reserve.  
· This act was fast tracked, it only took 30 minutes, and it is now law.

· Chief and Councilor’s Salaries – the Canadian Tax Payers Association has released its report on First Nation Chief and Councilor’s salaries, they received a list from INAC.
· The have 30 Chiefs on the list, according to the report, who make more than their premier.  
· In some cases information was leaked to the CTPA.
· Saskatoon MP Kelly Block has presented a private member’s bill October 1st, 2010 on this issue, she claims she does not represent any First Nation and she got the idea from her fellow MP’s and will result in greater “accountability and transparency”.  
· This bill was suppose to come up for second reading on October 8th, 2010 but did not, this bill will need to be watched, it infringes on our ability to make decisions for ourselves.


Reported Submitted By:  Violet M. Meguinis, Governance Advisor
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